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Background
Today, many small business owners are denied authorization to become
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) retailers because of their
criminal record. Current SNAP regulations prohibit justice-impacted small business
owners from redeeming SNAP benefits, which thus creates undue hardships and
barriers as they seek to re-enter and remain productive members in their
community. These small business owners have turned their lives around by starting
businesses to support themselves and their families; we should not continue to
punish them after they have clearly demonstrated a willingness to improve their
lives.

Current SNAP regulations also exacerbate food insecurity in communities already
challenged by increased rates of hunger and food deserts by reducing the number of
SNAP-eligible vendors. Thus, expanding SNAP authorization to justice-impacted
small business owners will help make a dramatic difference in these areas with
limited food retailers.

About the SNAP Second Chance Act
The SNAP Second Chance Act would limit the USDA’s authority to deny small
businesses seeking to be authorized SNAP program vendors due to a previous
criminal conviction. The legislation amends Section 9(a) of the Food and Nutrition
Act to provide that the use of “business integrity and reputation” as a disqualifier is
limited to convictions of felony financial fraud or deception that occurred within five
years of an applicant seeking to be authorized to redeem SNAP benefits, or to
convictions of a SNAP-related crime under Subsection 15(b) of this Act.
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